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ABout TIME

“IN A PROMOTIONAL FLYER FOR THE Lirac TiME’s
ALBUM, LEADER STEPHEN DUFFY WRITES THAT THE
GROUP PLANNED TO SEEK ‘COMMUNION WITH THE
AUDIENCE, OUR FRIENDS.” A FORMER POP STAR,
DUFFY OFFERS AS IF IN PENANCE SIMPLE BUCOLIC
MUSIC THAT HARKENS BACK TO A TIME BEFORE POP
FADS BECAME SO MADDENING. STAUNCHLY ANTI-
TREND, THEY ARE THE NEW BOHEMIANS MAKING
SONGS FOR THE DECAFFEINATED COFFEE HOUSE. AND
AS EIGHTIES DROPOUTS, THEY SIGNAL THEIR DESIRE
TO DROP OUT EVEN IN THEIR PROMOTIONAL
LITERATURE.”

So BEGAN JoHN LEeLaANDS AMERICAN VOGUE
STORY FROM THE MARCH ISSUE. SINCE FORMING THE
SUMMER OF 1987 AND RELEASING THEIR DEBUT L.P.,
FIRST ON BIRMINGHAM INDEPENDENT SWORDFISH
AND THEN ON FoNTANA THE LILACS HAVE SELDOM
RESTED. AFTER PLAYING AROUND BRITAIN THEY
HEADLINED AT LoNDONS RIVERSIDE THEATRE AND
BoORDERLINE, THEY THEN SET OFF FOR AMERICA
WHERE THE RECENTLY RELEASED EPONYMOUS DEBUT
WAS RECEIVING COMPLIMENTARY REVIEWS FROM THE
LIKES OF SPIN AND TIME MAGAZINES, FROM THE
Woobpstock TimES To THE NEW YoRrRK TiMES. THEN
TRAVELLING IN A RENTED WINNEBAGO THEY PLAYED
FREE IMPROMPTU GIGS IN WAREHOUSES AND COLLEGE
BARS ON A TOUR THAT PROVED THAT Jack KErRoOUAC
DID NOT DIE IN VAIN.

ON THEIR RETURN THEY COMPLETED THE LILAC’S
secoND L.P. “Parapise CircUs” FROM WHICH THE
FIRST SINGLE “AMERICAN EYES” HAS BEEN TAKEN.

As I wrRITE THIS THE LILACS TYPICALLY ARE
JAMMING IN A THREE HUNDRED YEAR OLD
FARMHOUSE NEAR DUFFY’S HOME IN THE MALVERN
HirLLs. TRADING LICKS SAFE IN THE KNOWLEDGE
THAT THEY WILL NOT BE DISTURBED AS THEY HAVE
HAD THE PHONE REMOVED. THEY CAN BE FAXED AT

THE NEAREST POST OFFICE.
THE LAST TIME | saw
THEM THEY ASKED ME
TO SEND YOU THEIR
LOVE AND BEST
wISHES. THEY HOPE
TO SEE YOU VERY SOON
AND UNTIL THEN TAKE CARE.

DEAN SPENCE

(A FrIEND oF THE Lirac TimE)





















