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Issue 19 The Affectations Of Success 1

Hey Friends,

Hoorayl The records are finally being released, Our pata
e b ly being patience has been tested long

sy

Single
April 14

"17°, "Moo Badge®, "In The Evening Of Her Day”,
“Barbarellas”.

Album

March 21 (Japan), April 24
Europe, Australia and Canada)

I Love My Friends (in Japan, extra track “Hey Kot”
amd in Camada, extra trock "Moo Bodge™)

(VK. All of

The new songs will leave you breathless. Has a song more beautiful than *The Deal” ever .
written? And the way the strings come in when Stephen sings, *Another string/a bow
sinsmy heart a sdent vwolie® on "You Are”. Or how "Ore Day " swells to copture an ema’
row and horest o5 “ae saly soaf someone fo hold ws”, The best album since
Astronguts

Really Speaking of Astronauts..
Hld.—pﬁu re-issue  with seven extra tracks and

remixed LOUDER |

Album

March 21 (JTapan enly)

“An E:!r Fuzr Silent Voices®, one of the new tracks, is just Stephen accomponied with an
acoustic guiter. The Duffy I prefer. This trock alore makes this re-issue o musi have, If
you loved the original Astrondufs, the added 7 trocks will moke you go bellistic, Treat
vourself You deserve it,

Ore of the extra tracks on the 17" single is "In The Evening Of Her Day”. If you want o
hear it sung as o duo by Stephen and Diane Tell, check cut her olbum from 1995

Desir Plaisir Soupir

Columbia T464-910832 (Conada)

Produced by Bruce Lampoaov

Featuring the track: "In The Evening Of Her Day” en
duo avec Stephen Duffy.

Oh, ard then there's last year's album from AmifYumi which containg o frack written by
Stephen (but an which he does not perferm). Mat essential by omy measure. Velwt Crush
fingerprints are all over this record. Corsider yoursehes warred.

Salesale

By Cnuki Ami ard Yoghimura Yumi

Epic/Seny Records ESCB 1BZ7-8 (Japan)
Featuring the track "That Sweet Smile” written by
Stephen Duffy

The Ujps and Downs has a rew address (see back).  And I just krow that you are oll going to
send me stuff (right?), that's why T warted fo make sure you have the right route To my
postbax, Don't fret though if you've already sent stuff off to me, because the old address
will il e up and rurming for a while yet. Also, send me your e-mail address in cose T need fa
get in touch with you ssener than the U.S, postal service allows.

Ben't farget the contest to win a copy of Memary & Desice. All you need to do is send me g
list of the fongs festured on the trock “Tume In" from the I Love My Freads album
Deadling for the contest is May 30, Stephen's birthdoy, Ard while you're sending me your
entries for the competition, why dan't you . well, you know what to dao,

Well, T hope you like this issue. This is your zine, so please contribute to it [words, arf,
press). I'm sure it's riddled with typos that will make everyone confused [just a note
regarding Tssue 18, no - Stephen has mot gome all gothic and hanging out in bats .. it was
suppased to read “hang cut in bars™) T'm still working on getting this zine on the Infernet. I
know, T know .. T've been sperding too much fime listening te Rialte records

So now that the rew Duffy records are out, it's time to make some noise. Radio requests, in-
etare inquiries .. you know the score. And dom't forget fo furn your buds on to Duffy too.
It's & mice way to tell them that you love your friends. Stan.



STEPHEN SPEAKS

The old record comes out at last. All over the world it should be the easiest record to find
of mine this decade. If you have any trouble, call Cooking Vinyl in the UK. and ask who
distributes their stuff in your country. It's already out in Japan, with a collector baiting
extra track, on Quattro. In Canada, Page Distribution do the honors. The UK. single "17" is
limited, so get your orders in quick (14™ April release date). The album's out on the 27" of
April. Tl be around doing local radio, GLR, VH1 and stuff in the UK. in April. I will try fo
remember to tell Nic Blinston so he can post it on his site. I will play some shows. I might do
one at the end of April in London. There's talk of Hamburg and Paris. Australia too. I'm sure
T'll do at least one show in Toronto so all of you in North America won't have to come over
here. Also a label in the U.S. expressed interest last week, so maybe this will be the first
album of the decade to get a U.S. release.

Michael Giri is back in the bongo seat for the shows and of course for the Lilac Time album
we're recording this summer. Nick (Duffy) is putting a new roof on his garage and all the old
Audiodelic Sound equipment is ready to be dusted off and warmed up. We may add a new
computer to the old stuff so we can be online between "takes". Because we want it out as
soon as possible in ‘99, there won't be time for any compilations or rarities until after.

There will be another single in July which is when Michael and I may tour. I of course just

want to-record the next album. Thanks for sticking with me. Your support is tremendous and
means a great deal to me. See you soon and enjoy I Love My Friends.

Cono
Ly

PROMOTION MATERIAL

Here's a copy of the leaflet which Quattro Records in Japan made for
promotion for the album I Love My Friends. It has been placed beside
CD's at shops all over Japan. The reviews in the leaflet were written my
Mari Kadomoto and friends from her fan club.



I LOVE MY FRIENDS: AN APPRAISAL
By David Lucas, Castlefields, Shrewsbury, England.

Perched somewhere between Noel Coward, Simon and Garfunkel and The Voivods and
abviously quite comfortable there, folk guitar maestro Stephen Duffy has just' turned out at
least the second best album of his career. The first in my humble opinion bemg‘d ljove For
All. Tt doesn't happen very often but sometimes you hear a record and every noise in every
song sounds exactly right. This is one such record.

Roughly continuing the same musical tradition featured on the last album Duffy, the new disc
contains extremely catchy rock guitar pop songs owing something to the sound of new wave
New York circa 1976, both musically and lyrically, interspersed with acoustic laments and th.,r.
odd string quartet. But where Duffy was great, this is bloody marvelous. Comp!e.'rely devoid
of any minor disappointments such as 'Smitten’, this record will have you hanging from the
chandeliers, pogoing on the dining table and weeping into your Kir Royale. Almost
simultaneously.

The whole collection of songs sits together wonderfully, six loud songs, six quieter songs,
starting of f with a bang, proceeding to a whisper, and ending with a glorim.:s anthem which
pisses on the recent attempts of a certain Mr. Gallagher. This is coming directly from F?p
central. As in 'beatlespop’, 'stonespop’, and ‘bowiepop’, not 'whitneybloodyhoustonpop’ in
case you were starting to get worried. And the thing that holds these twelve songs
together is the fact that he's writing the story of his life.

I am pleased to inform you that Mr. Duffy has now fully recovered from the downturn which
to my mind peaked with Music in Colors (although if he went and recorszt all ’ri:ose. ’rrack-s
acoustically tomorrow I might change my mind) and these songs, inlpur'hculur '1;hz' Deal”,
*Twenty Three", "The Postcard”, and "One Day..." are up there with "Black Velvet”, "If the
Stars Shine Tonight", "Trinity" and "Cover" in their ability to get me curled up under the
duvet just silent at the sheer bloody beauty of it all. Maybe it's the chords he uses. All I
know is that that's what happens.

 “Eucharist”. Autobiography time. Really quite seventies nineties I think_{a; opposed to
sixties nineties. Everything these days is one or the other). As in dl“alljlplpe.S rock and
CBGRB's rather than Afros and discotheques. T wish I had a pound for every time S. Duffy

I LOVE MY FRIENDS: AN APPRAISAL
continued

Esquire has used the word “love” in one of his songs. Anyway, this one rocks and you might
recognise the storyline. “17”, another short story with a smart punchy tune. Nice distant
filtered vocals which have the wonderful effect of making it sound like it was recorded in
someone's suburban garage on a hot August night. Teenage kicks indeed. “You Are”,
Getting dreamier and more lovelorn by the minute but there are still rock guitars in the
recipe. Eight ounces to be precise. Not one of the standout tracks but still as good as
"Natalie”. Yup, that is how fantastic the whole album is. "Lovers Beware”. Didn't like this
at first but after hearing it about four times it fits perfectly in the scheme of things. It's
another catchy pop tune and it has a stomptastic backing. At this point it's like you've drunk
four pints in as many minutes and been Jumping up and down in your bedroom like a maniac and
you used to have a lampshade and you're beginning to wonder how long you can keep going
before you can collapse in a heap in the middle of the floor. Well, you don't have to; you can
Just lie down on your bed and wrap your ears around the best bit so far, which is" The Deal".
A total dream with finger picked acoustic guitar, skifflesque drums, and a melancholy song
over the top. And of course there's a sad story of loving someone the writer is never going
to have. We have heard it many times before but never quite this beautifully. "She Belongs
to All*. A classic tune which seems to have strayed into the nineties from the earlier part
of this century. This really does seem to come from the Noel Coward songbook. Time to sit
back with a gin and tonic and a bowl of olives. “Autopsy”. Another slow one. Possibly the
least memorable tune on the album but it's still a gem. A pretty folky guitar and sad words.
No change there then. But nobody is complaining. *What If I Fell in Love with You". This
song should be covered by Prince. It would probably be the best thing he'd recorded in
about ten years. It is almost funky and reminds me somehow of one of Mr. Purple's better
moments, maybe somewhere around the Parade album. (And incidentally, is it just me or do
'Bed of Roses' and 'Sometimes it Snows in April' segue together beautifully. Answers on
the back of a sealed envelope to .... ). Anyway, I bloody love it and it is so flippin' catchy you
will find yourself singing it everywhere. Another top pop moment. “"Something Good". Not
so much Slade, more like a number one single. The pop kids out in the real world would love
this. It's up there with 'Alright' by Supergrass and Blur's best moments in the singability
stakes. This should have been the single cause I have a vision of it pole vaulting to the top
of the charts and selling bucketloads of albums in the process. Maybe I'm dreaming.
“Twenty Three". Another autobiographical moment and basically another version of
"Eucharist”. You should already have heard this on the "Needle Mythology” single and it
really is an all time Duffy highpoint, “The Postcard”. And Just as one work of godlike genius
ends another one starts. Clearly a very personal moment with yet more wonderful acoustic
guitar and emotion. A relatively quiet chat in a comer relating a story of life and death.
Both of them wonderful and horrible at the same time. But just before you completely give
up, the distant roar of Mr. SATDuffy firing one into the corner of the net from the halfway
line wakes you up and "One Day One Of These Fucks Will Change Your Life" revs into being.
Where "Hey Jude' was watered down and neutered for ' All Around the World', the spirit of
‘Dear Prudence' is here steeped in attitude and laced with cynicism as the Duffster heads
off into Anthem land. Yup, Anthem is a bloody scary word, but here we are talking powerful
rather than melodramatic and for sheer world weary end of the day hold your head up and
think of all the good things despite the shit you've got to laugh times, this is the turie. A
perfect ending to a perfect album,

You will like this record.




































