DUFFY

NOTE: Please let me explain.
| have no record player, an
essential tool if one is to review
records. So | slipped into the
studio early one morning and
played all the records too
loudly. It all got a bit much and
| got very depressed, but
before complete messdom set
in, | managed to make a few
notes in the style of guest
record reviewer for Smash Hits
circa 1982. Hope you like
them . ..

MARILLION: Kayleigh
(EMI) AnE record that
mentions Belsize Park and
“dancing in stilettoes in the
snow” can't be all bad, but this
one's trying very hard . . .
Marillion are one of those
groups you either love or hate,
and | must confess they aren't
really to my taste. There's a
keyboard motif running through
this record that sounds very
familiar, and | was distracted
from listening to it properly by
trying to remember what it was.

REFLEX: How Much
Longer (EMI) Angry young
Reflex urging us to “say what
we will and say what we like”,
One of those very earnest call-
to-arms records trying veH
hard to motivate people. Not to
my taste (there, I've said it).

BRYAN FERRY: Slave To
Love (EG) For my money,
Bryan Ferry is one of the all-
time pop greats. | love his
interviews — he can spend an
hour talking without ever really
giving anything away. He has

THE POWER STATION:
Get It On (Bang A Gong)
(EMI) I'm afraid that this

rancs a 1y ll!lle w get o mne
hook, but very interesting.

JAH WOBBLE AND OLLIE
MARLAND: Love Mystery
(Island) This uses a lot of
dance-record hallmarks — so
many, in fact, that it's in danger
of being a pastiche. Very New
York disco. That said, | liked it
alot. The singer's got a great
voice, and I'd like to come
across this record again in its
proper surroundings —on a
dance floor.

RUN D.M.C: Eu-Eu Freeze/
You Talk Too Much (4th
And Broadway) | heard this
on a 12", and I'm really not that
fond of listening to 12" records
in a domestic situation. They
go on for so long — and this one
seemed to go on for most of
my life, leaving me numb to the
max. But | liked their American
Network News rapping style —
very strong and forceful, and
the part of the record that holds
the interest.

ELVIS COSTELLO: Green
Shirt (F-Beat) This is a very
old Elvis re-release and, it
seems to me, an odd choice. If
any old Elvis song deserves to
be re-released, it's surely the
stunning “Alison”. And it looks
as if Elvis has lost control of the
art work on the sleeve.

SECONDS OF PLEASURE:
Pull Me Up (Paladin) At
last! A bongo and harmonical
record to relieve my bored ears
(wild bass and cabassa playing
for bass and cabassa fans). It
would be a great relief if
something different like this
actually got into the charts. A
nice sleeve, too. Very artful.

WORKING WEEK: Sweet
Nothing (Paladin) A lovely
ballad featuring the



