ness, no sooner than your first platter catapults you into the

unpredictable world of pop, you'll find yourself compelled to
exchange that tube pass into town for a worldwide travelcard.
Stephen TinTin Duffy’s no exception, as escalating public
approval has turned him into something of an international
globe trotter.

On this occasion it's a trip to the homeland — Ireland — from
whence his father's family originated. He's in Dublin as he's been
invited to appear on the ‘Late Late Show’, which has been broadcast on
a Saturday night by RTE for the last 23 years.

There's a relaxed happy-go-lucky atmosphere at the studio. The Irish
Minister Of Labour strolls in, then it's Alexei Sayle and wife Linda
looking a little flustered. The station has omitted to inform him that in
addition to the song he’ll be providing, he’ll also be required to humour
the audience with four minutes worth of stand-up comic chat. Ahh, the
ups and downs of showbiz.

Also over for the event are Julie Roberts from Working Week and
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Jane Eugene from Loose Ends, who both supply vocals on Stephen’s
current excellent hit ‘Icing On The Cake’. They're a boisterous pair, and
go down a storm at the studios larking around at the dress rehearsal.
Julie especially has a relentless extrovert humour, which provides a
perfect match to Mr Duffy's rather dry and elegant wit.

“Julie and Jane are of course the darlings of the press at the mo-
ment,” Stephen explains in response to the critics who have sneered at
this collaboration. How could the two young ladies possibly agree to
appear on the same record as such a trite popstar?

“Working Week are incredibly hip, so | hope my forthcoming mar-
riage to Julie offends as many people as possible. The thought that
someone as trendy as that could possibly want to spend the rest of her
life with this fey numbskull.” So romance is off the record and in the
air, or do | detect a wicked glimmer in those light green eyes?

Stephen will also be writing with Julie and Jane, who'll be appearing
on his second album ‘Cocksure’ which is due to surface in the autumn.

For the time being though, how’s he enjoying his first trip to Ireland?
“l like anything Gaelic, it seems to have a lot going for it. There is
something incredibly raw about it.”







